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Synopsis
Short Synopsis: In Dark Places is the gripping true story of an innocent man, imprisoned for two
decades for a crime he did not commit, and an ex-cop's heroic battle to win him his freedom.
Long Synopsis: THE CROWN vs TEINA ANTHONY PORA is without question, the worst miscarriage
of justice in New Zealand history. A 17-year-old kid lost half his life to a wrongful conviction.
This is the gripping true story of an innocent man, imprisoned for two decades for a crime he
did not commit, and an ex-cop's heroic battle to win him his freedom.
There are heroes; Tim McKinnel the ex-cop who won justice for Teina, and the biggest hero of
all; the young man wrongly incarcerated for nearly 22 years, who emerged two decades later
not angry or bitter, but with an extraordinary capacity for hope and forgiveness.
And there are villains. The legal system that condemned an innocent man to prison; the deeply
flawed criminal investigation and prosecution; the family members who accepted money to
testify against one of their own; and the vicious serial sex offender who unquestionably raped
Susan Burdett.
Teina Pora and Tim McKinnel were two strangers from different worlds – the car thief from Otara
and the ex-cop raised in middle-class Manawatu. Two people, who would have never met,
forever bonded on a quest for true justice.
Both men had life sentences – for Teina, a literal life sentence. For Tim, a diagnosis of cancer
that left him profoundly conflicted about how much he could give to Teina's case.
Then Tim uncovered the final piece of the jigsaw that led to Teina's eventual exoneration and
the freedom both men had been waiting so long for.
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Introducing:

Richard Te Are as Teina Pora

Talented newcomer Richard Te Are took on the role of a lifetime when he was cast, fresh out
of drama school, as Teina Pora in the feature In Dark Places.
Having only just finished his Bachelor of Performing Arts at Toi Whakaari in Wellington a few
weeks prior, Te Are’s casting as Pora was a whirlwind experience and meant he had to move
to Auckland in a very short space of time to begin filming on the drama special.
Born and bred in Hastings, Te Are got his first taste of acting when he was Hastings Boys’ High
when he began participating in theatre sports and school’s performances.
Realising he had a passion for performing, he applied for a role at the prestigious Toi Whakaari:
NZ Drama School and spent three years learning his craft.
Richard has recently finished filmed a movie in Fiji will be released next year and is currently
working on a solo piece of theatre which he devised at drama school. It follows the story of a
young Maori boy in search of his identity in contemporary New Zealand.
When not acting, Te Are enjoys staying active by biking, swimming and dancing. He also plays
the guitar and the cajon drum.
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Q&A with Richard Te Are
What was your knowledge of Teina’s story before you got this role?
Doing all the researching for the audition I learned heaps about Teina and his story but prior to
that I didn’t know anything. I guess that’s why it’s important this movie is made – New
Zealander’s need to know his story.
What were the challenges of playing a role such as this?
There were definitely a few challenges. I was trying to honour him, trying to really serve the
story with sensitivity but also, I have a job to do and my job is to make people feel a certain
way about him. So my job isn’t to be him but to convey the essence of him. This is such a deep
role with content so heavy, personally, it was a huge challenge to come back to myself after
a day of work. That was a massive challenge, it got pretty dark there some nights.
Why do you think it is important to tell the story of Teina Pora’s experience with the NZ justice
system?
To raise awareness that the NZ justice system isn’t perfect, and what happened to Teina will
happen to others if the right procedures aren’t put in place.
How did you prepare for your role?
I took over the school library for two weeks. I utilised everything I’d learned at Toi, I gathered
up all my workbooks and combined everything into what I hoped would work. I came up with
a plan of attack then flew up to Auckland to meet Michael Bennett and we combined what
I’d prepared with what he’d prepared. Together we broke down the text and built up my
version of Teina. The costume helped heaps, getting the right clothes does a huge job and
then I can build his physicality around it. We created a map for his journey because I was going
to have to flip between his different ages in the same day, play 17 and then 35. I got to spend
time with the other actors to build up relationships. When I look back at it now, I was so lucky,
Michael in particular was so generous with his time and expertise and I am incredibly grateful.
What was the most memorable aspect of being part of this experience?
I think it was the feeling that everyone that was there was really passionate about the work.
Everyone really put their best foot forward, people worked hard and everybody was prepared
and working to be authentic. It was blood, sweat and tears but with so much heart and it really
made me want to work as hard as I could. We took the time every morning to start with a
karakia, it was powerful stuff. Feeling the love and the fierceness for it and wanting to do the
very best for this powerful story.

.
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Q&A with Teina Pora

How do you feel about the fact that your life journey has been turned into a feature film?
Well, that’s a hard question isn’t it? I think the whole thing about this movie is that it’s there to
let New Zealand, and people everywhere, know that these things happen worldwide. America
has many classic examples of these situations like the one that happened to me. It’s one of
the first times in NZ, but it’s letting the people know that our system is not perfect and sometimes
people have to go through the eye of a needle and come out of it.
The whole thing about this movie is letting everyone know that you can’t do this to people.
Especially this guy sitting over here! But coming out of all of that, you have to stay positive and
the days can only get better.
How did you feel about Richard (Te Are) playing you on screen?
It’s hard to see someone acting as you, because you can’t feel it. But watching it when it’s put
together, it’s a different view altogether. He’s doing what he has to do and doing a great job,
I would have done it but… for some reason they chose him!
Is it hard to see this play out on screen?
When you go through everything and see it, you think ‘shit, how did I make it?’ Other than
scratching my bum all day! (Laughs). But, I guess it comes deep from within side yourself. If you
want it, you’ll fight for it. I never gave up that hope, the hope that was always there. They say
love can always be broken, faith will always be tested, but when you find that hope, add a
light to it, and it will never go out. What that means is that sometimes it will take certain people
a long time to find it, but you have to find your own peace in yourself.
Do you have any other messages?
I’d like to thank everyone that played a part in all of this, especially Tim. I think he must be sick
of me by now! He deserves everything good that comes his way, he’s a man to respect. Life
out here is not easy, and the struggles are real. It’s hard. But I’m living my life now and I’m
happy that I never gave up hope.

6

Craig Hall as Tim McKinnel
Craig Hall's screen career kicked into gear with a lead
role as a proud Westie in 2000 movie Savage
Honeymoon.
Since
then
his
career
has
included
TV
movie Bloodlines, for which he won an AFTA- Best
Performance by a Supporting Actor, and on-going roles
in The Strip, Outrageous Fortune and various Australian
TV dramas including A Place to Call Home.
His movie credits include Pete’s Dragon, The Hobbit films,
Nerve, Boy, Eagle VS Shark, The World’s Fastest Indian,
King Kong, Show of Hands, The Devil's Rock and more.

Q & A with Craig Hall
What was your previous knowledge of Teina’s story
before you got this role?
I knew very little of Teina’s story before auditioning for In Dark Places. I remember that image
of him from the newspaper wearing the bandana. An image that I have come to learn
probably helped seal his fate in the minds of the public.
What were the challenges of playing a role such as this?
The challenges of any role are always to be able to connect personally with the truth and
emotions of the character. In this case I had the pleasure of getting to know the real Tim. So
the challenge was to manage my own expectations of honouring him and not getting caught
up with a mimicry.
Why do you think it is important to tell the story of Teina Pora’s experience with the NZ justice
system?
It is important to tell Teina’s story to illuminate the problems within our justice system and try
and make sure this doesn’t happen again. It is important for us to question what we see and
hear in the media and from the organisations we entrust to bring justice for those in our
community.
How did you prepare for your role?
The main bulk of my preparation was getting schooled on the ins and outs of Teina’s case. I
quickly realised how thorough and forensic Tim was in investigating the case and knew I had
to know as much as I could get my hands on. Lots of reading and talking with Michael, Jane,
Chloe and Tim.
What was the most memorable aspect of being part of this experience?
Being a part of this experience has been memorable from the very first conversation with
Michael, to meeting Tim and Teina, to every single moment within the filming process. There
was an inherent feeling of importance, respect, and community within every aspect of this
production. A credit to everyone’s belief in the importance of telling this story.
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Calvin Tuteao as Malcolm Rewa
Local blockbuster Once Were Warriors launched Calvin
Tuteao's screen career in 1994. Although a small role – he
worked only two days playing gang leader Taka – Tuteao
found unexpected fame when his heavily tattooed face
featured in the film's promotional posters.
More widely recognised as Doctor Victor Kahu from a four
year stint in the core cast of Shortland Street, Tuteao went on
to play New Zealand Natives rugby legend Joe Warbrick in
award-winning short film Warbrick, and star in the 2010
telemovie dramatisation of Witi Ihimaera's novel Nights in the
Garden of Spain.
In 2014 he appeared in movies The Dead Lands and The Last
Saint. His television credits include The Chronicles of
Shannara, Top of the Lake, This is Piki, Tatau and more.
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The Legal Team

Aidee Walker as Ingrid Squire
All-rounder Aidee Walker played in a band that won the 1998 Smokefree Rockquest. In her
final year of acting studies at Unitec, Walker was cast in film The Locals.
Following an extended, on-off role on Outrageous Fortune — as the ballsy Draska Doslic — she
was award-nominated for How to Meet Girls from a Distance. Walker then directed short
film Friday Tigers which won two gongs at the 2013 NZ International Film Festival.
Her television credits include Step Dave, Catching The Black Widow (for which she won a Silver
Medal at the 2018 New York Festivals Film and TV Awards for her performance), Nothing Trivial
and more. She also won Best Actress at the 2018 Wairoa Film Festival for her performance in
the award-winning short film Laundry. She was director attaché on Westside series 2 and is
currently a director for Westside series 4.

Cameron Rhodes as Jonathan Krebs

Cameron is a graduate of Toi Whakaari NZ Drama School from 1986-7. He has appeared in
over 90 theatre productions and toured to the UK, Germany and Australia performing in Live
Live Cinema.
Cameron’s recent screen credits include Blue Murder Cop Killer, Dear Murderer, The
Brokenwood Mysteries, Rake (for ABC Australia) and the feature films Mister Pip,
Housebound and Deathgasm.
Cameron is a founding board member of The Actors’ Program drama school, a regular
director and tutor at various drama schools around New Zealand, and Vice President of Equity
NZ. He also works in the corporate sector as a voice and performance coach.

9

Writer & Director-Michael Bennett

Michael Bennett (Ngāti Pikiao, Ngāti Whakaue) is a screenwriter, filmmaker and author.
Michael wrote, directed and co-produced The Confessions of Prisoner T, a Māori TV
documentary that examined the wrongful, shameful conviction of Teina Pora for the 1992
murder of Susan Burdett. In 2017 Michael won the Ngaio Marsh Award for best book of nonfiction for his book In Dark Places, about Teina's case.
Michael's films have screened at film festivals including Cannes, Toronto, Berlin, London, New
York and Melbourne. His first screenplay, the short comedy Michelle's Third Novel, was selected
to accompany Pulp Fiction at the opening night of the 1994 New York Film Festival. Michael
wrote and directed the short films Cow (Cannes) and Kerosene Creek (Berlin). In 2010,
Michael's award-winning debut feature film Matariki premiered at the Toronto Film Festival.
Michael has directed and written television drama series, including Outrageous Fortune,
Mataku and Mercy Peak.
As well as his own film and TV work, Michael works with local communities around NZ to tell
their stories on film though Script to Screen, he works with developing filmmakers through the
NZ Film Commission and Nga Aho Whakaari, and he is head of the screenwriting programme
at South Seas Film School.
Michael has won or been finalist in the NZ Film and Television Awards in the categories of Best
Screenplay (Feature Film), Best Screenplay (TV Drama), Best Screenplay (Short Film), Best
Screenplay (TV Comedy), Best Screenplay (Documentary), Best Director (TV Drama), and Best
Director (TV Non-Drama).
Michael's second book, Helen and the Go-Go Ninjas (a graphic novel co-authored with Ant
Sang) will be published by Penguin / Random House in July 2018.

10

Reflections from Michael’s First Meeting With Teina

“I first met Teina Pora in March 2011. It was the first time I had stepped foot inside a prison. The
first time I had shaken hands with a convicted murderer. I was nervous. I didn't know what to
expect.
I had looked closely into Teina's story, enough to have absolute certainty he was innocent,
and knowing this, I imagined I would meet an angry, bitter man. Or, perhaps, a defeated man
– a man beaten down by close to two decades of wrongful imprisonment, a man who had
lost his spirit.
I found the opposite. There was an entirely unexpected gentleness to Teina. In his 30s by then,
Teina had the face of a man 15 years younger, not so very different to the confused 17 yearold I had watched on the 9 hours of police interview tapes. The same dark eyes, so dark they're
nearly black. The same open face, the willing smile. It was a little as if time had stood still inside
the walls of the prison.
I stayed with Teina several hours that first visit. Not once did his talk turn to anger, anger at what
had brought him to this place, anger at what had kept him behind razor wire for so long.
We talked about his daughter, the most important thing in his world. His grandson, born a year
before. His conversation was full of hope - hope for those he loved. And hope that one
unimaginable day in the future, maybe just maybe one day: he might be given a chance to
start his life again.
I walked away from the prison astonished. Teina had been through things I couldn't imagine;
a hell I knew I simply would not have had the strength to survive. Somehow in the dark places
in which he had been encaged so long, he had held on to love. To dignity. To his humanity.
I drove home from Paremoremo and told my family that telling Teina's story would be one of
the most important things I would do in my life.”
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Writer & Producer-Jane Holland

Jane holds a Master of Creative Writing (2016 Massey University) as well as post graduate
qualifications in Design (Australian Film Television and Radio School) and Drama (Auckland
University).
She is a producer for In Dark Places, taking on creative responsibilities, as well as being cowriter with Michael Bennett. Through 10,000 Company, Jane and Michael work together to
create and develop projects including co-writing the NZ/Korea feature film, The Love Song.
Jane and Michael met at film school in 1993 and have 3 children together. Prior to forming
10,000 Company, they worked independently in the film industry.
Jane brings an intrinsic understanding of the creative process of design and workings of the
film set though a long-standing career as costume designer.
Her costume work includes such projects as The World’s Fastest Indian, Underworld: Rise of the
Lycans, 30 Days of Night, Legend of the Seeker, The Chronicles of Shannara. Sione’s Wedding
and Matariki.
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Producer-Chloe Smith

Chloe Smith has over 300 hours of drama production experience. Her credits span numerous
New Zealand feature films, including Jane Campion’s award winning film, The Piano, Alison
McLean’s Crush, Sione’s Wedding and 30 Days of Night.
She spent six years as New Zealand producer of the popular television series Xena - Warrior
Princess and Hercules: The Legendary Journey, before moving on to produce episodes of
Legend of the Seeker, Spartacus and Ash VS Evil Dead.
She also produced Michael Bennett’s internationally screened short film, Cow and was line
producer for the Sam Raimi and Rob Tapert 2005 international feature, Boogeyman.
In 2018 Chloe acted as co General Manager for Rob Tapert’s theatrical production of
Pleasuredome.
Chloe was born in England and has lived in New Zealand, Australia and Zimbabwe.
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Co-Producers
10000 Company

10000 Company was formed in 2015 to create, develop and produce original film and
television projects. In Dark Places is 10000 Company's first production.
10000 Company have a number of film and television projects in development including The
Love Song, a Korea / New Zealand co-production feature film, a TV crime miniseries, a China/
New Zealand feature film, and a true-life historical epic feature film set during the NZ land wars.
10000 Company takes inspiration for its name from:
•
•
•
•

the waka that travelled a distance of 10,000 km to Aotearoa
the 10000 neurons in the human brain that instantaneously spark when a new
idea is formed
the satellites that enable us to communicate with the world orbit 10000 km
above earth
the 10000 hours it takes for a craftsperson takes to perfect their skills.

South Pacific Pictures
South Pacific Pictures is New Zealand’s largest production company with an international
reputation for producing world-class television and film.
The company is in its 30th year of operation and
to date has produced more than 5500 hours of
programming. South Pacific Pictures'
cornerstone production is the primetime nightly
serial drama Shortland Street, which celebrates
26 years on air in New Zealand in May 2018.
The current production slate includes a third
series of 800 Words for Australia’s Seven
Network, a fourth series of Westside for TV3, a
second series of factual series Forensics NZ, a
fifth series of The Brokenwood Mysteries for Prime TV and The Bad Seed, a co-production with
Jump TV . Past productions include Step Dave, Tatau, Nothing Trivial, The Almighty Johnsons
and Outrageous Fortune.
Outrageous Fortune cemented its position as New Zealand’s standout drama series from 20052010. The award-winning and critically acclaimed show has sold into Australia, Canada, the
United Kingdom and across Europe. The Outrageous Fortune format has also been licensed
to the USA and the UK for local adaptations.
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South Pacific Pictures most recent feature film was White Lies, based Witi Ihimaera’s short tale
‘The Medicine Woman’, which screened in New Zealand cinemas from June 2013. The film
premiered in the US in January 2014 and was submitted as the official New Zealand entry for
consideration for Best Foreign Language film at the 86th Academy Awards.
South Pacific Pictures’ other feature film highlights include Sione’s 2: Unfinished Business, which
was the highest grossing New Zealand film of 2012 and like its predecessor, Sione’s Wedding,
rates in the top 10 New Zealand films at the New Zealand box-office, and the 2002 Oscarnominated feature film Whale Rider featuring Keisha Castle-Hughes.
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